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Offa's Dyke 2021. Lucinda Pillow and Andy French

average
speed moving
km miles (km/hr) time
Train Winchester to Prestatyn. Transfer to White House
Mon 2nd August in Rhuallt.
Tues 3rd August Prestatyn to Bodfari. 21 13.1 4.33 04:51:59
Wed 4th August Bodfari to Llanarmon-yn-lal. 27.4 17.0 4.47 06:07:41
Thurs 5th August Llanarmon yn-lal to Llangollen. 24.2 15.0 4.63 05:14:11
Fri 6th August Llangollen to Mulberry Inn, Lywynmawr. 22.1 13.7 4.44 04:59:09
Sat 7th August Lywynmawr to Cross Keys Hotel, Llanymynech. 26.5 16.5 4.27 06:12:00
Sun 8th August Llanymynech to Moors Farm Hotel, Buttington. 17.9 11.1 4.71 03:48:30
Moors Farm in Buttington to Oakley B&B, Mellington,
Mon 9th August via detour to Montgomery. 28.6 17.8 4.53 06:19:13
Oakley B&B in Mellington to Horse and Jockey,
Tues 10th August Knighton. End of Headwater Offa's Dyke trail. 23.5 14.6 4.02 05:49:56
Train Knighton to Shrewsbury. Then Shrewsbury to
Newtown. Accident at Caesrws, so bus from Newtown
to Porthmadog. Walk along coast to Borth y Gest beach.
Weds 11th August Overnight in Royal Sportsman, Porthmadog.
Run Portmadog to Black Rock sands. Another walk to
Thursday 12th August Borth y Gest.
Train Porthmadog (12:01) to Shrewsbury to Winchester
(20:04).
Porthmadog 1201 arr Wolverhampton 1610
Wolverhampton 1640 arr Reading 1843
Reading 1906 arr Basingstoke 1933
Thursday 12th August Basingstoke 1948 arr Winchester 2004 (taxi!)
191.2 118.8




Train Wincheter to Prestatyn.
(via London, Crewe, Chester).
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Offa’s Dyke begins
on the beach in
Prestatyn







Prestatyn beach






Prestatyn, Rhyl, Colwyn Bay and towards Llandudno and the Great Orme.



Welcome bench, possibly near St Beunos
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Clwydian hill ridge




Penycloddiau hill fort. Burial mound?




The high road to Moel Famau. (“Vameye”)



Jubilee tower on Moel Famau.
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A wet grouse moor after Llandegla Forest.







Approaching panoramic walk under Eglwyseg mountain, en route to Llangollen.







A small bite to eat at the Three Eagles
in Llangollen
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Quilted bridge across the river Dee in Llangollen.
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River Dee walk, Llangollen.
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Castell Dinas Bran — perhaps an inspiration for Game of Thrones?






Llangollen from Dinas Bran




Trevor Rocks on Eglwyseg mountain, from Dinas Bran









Sut olwg oedd arno?

WRTH GRWYDRO HEDDIW O GWMPAS yr adfeilion, sydd ag ol
tywydd y canrifoedd arnynt, mae'n anodd dychmygu i Gastell Dinas
Bran, yn ei ddyddiau cynnar, fod yn gaer ganoloesol aruthrol ac yn

blasty ysblennydd lie'r oedd Tywysogion Powys Fadog yn byw, yn
llywodraethu, ac yn croesawu gwesteion pwysig.

Adeilad yn y cowrt

urtyard bullding Wal-ogleddoal

North wall
\

Prin ddau ddegawd fu oes fer Castell Dinas Bran, o't 1260'au cynnar
tan ei losgi ai adael ym 1277. Ac eto, yn ei anterth, yr oedd yma
borthdy, gorthwr, neuadd, twr ffurf D, a chowrt — yn cynnwys, yn ol
pob tebyg, storfeydd, gweithdai, stablau, ac efallai gapel.

What did it look like? G
LOOKING AROUND today's weather-beaten ruins, it is hard to poean
imagine that Dinas Bran Castle was originally both a formidable

medieval fortress and a splendid mansion where the Princes of .
Powys Fadog lived, ruled, and entertained important guests. Twr Gymreig
Waish Tower

Dinas Bran Castle’s short working life lasted scarcely two decades,
from the early 1260s until its burning and abandonment in 1277, Yet
in its heyday, the castle featured a gatehouse, keep, hall, D-shaped
tower, and a large central courtyard — probably containing
storerooms, workshops, stables, and perhaps a chapel.
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Panorama walk to Trevor (and Telford’s aqueduct).






Cysyllte) across the Dee

Telford’s aqueduct (Pont




Sculpture constructed
from local engineering
materials, next to Pont
Cysyllte aqueduct.




Telford’s agueduct (Pont Cysyllte) across the Dee
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Chirk Castle




Chirk Castle



Hercules







Chirk Castle







Chirk Castle garden yew topiary, modelled on traditional Welsh ladies’ hats.




Mullberry Inn, Liwynmawr.







The old Oswestry racecourse, in a deluge.
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Montgomery canal, just beyond Llanymynech.
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Finally on the Dyke! In the background, a somewhat quarried Breidden Hill,
topped with Rodney’s Pillar.
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The amazing Moors Farm in Buttington.
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Looking North towards Buttington and Welshpool
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Freddie — the most famous cat
in Montgomery!
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Sophisticated space sheep tracking radar




From Mellington to Knighton — a hilly final day of the walk.












Half way point for Offa’s Dyke, but not for us.













Approaching Knighton.



Knighton — the finish in sight!










LU\

(s — 8

=z







Not that long ago, you could sell
many things on a Thursday at the
Knighton clock tower, including your
wife!
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in Shrewsbury

in sculpture

The Darw




Porthmadog ”







Borth y Gest
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Glaslyn estuary



Borth y Gest at 7am















Ynys Cyngar



Black Rock sands



Black Rock sans, Criccieth castle and town in the background.
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Borth y Gest









Cnicht and Moelwyn Mawr beyond the Glaslyn river



Final view of Snowdonia from the rail bridge across the Barmouth (Mawddach) Estuary.






