“Based upon observations of
secondary school classroom teaching,
is there any evidence to support the
key ideas of Kolb Experiential
Learning Theory (ELT), and related
models of learning styles?”
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Motivation for research

Ideas, Facts, What is this
Prime objective of a Methods mechanism? Can
professional ] we model it?

teacher is to facilitate

the process of \

students’ learning
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Develop Knowledge,
> Assessment € Attitude, Skills
(Bloom & Krathwohl,
1956)

Kolb Learning in the Secondary Classroom. Andrew French. June 2014



Major work:
Experiential Learning
Theory (ELT)

and Learning Styles
(1984)
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Professor of Organizational Behaviour, Case Western Reserve
University, Cleveland, Ohio. USA.
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Concrele (Humanities important)
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Abstract (Mathematics important)

Kolb’s Learning Style
Inventory plots
typical scores from
different professions
on a grid
parameterized
according to
perpendicular
“thinking - feeling”
and “doing -
watching”
dimensions which
are associated with

the Kolb ELT.
Svinicki (1987)
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i Critique of ELT, and Constructivism

' Smith (2010), Kirshner (2006).

- No cultural context

- Real learning may not occur in the ideal Kolb fashion
- Ideological, not evidence based

- Kolb doesn’t define what “reflection” means

_____________________________________________________

Development of

Kolb’s learning cycle
Jarvis (1987)

7



Research methodology “A genuine method of research”
Bell (2005), Clarke (2005)

v

Practitioner research /case study
Qualitative, descriptive study based
upon observations and reflections of
typical classroom practice rather

than a controlled ‘experiment. :
<—_| Reflective
Lesson observations

I diary
2013-2014

e 17 teachers observed, different classes, topics and subjects

e State Academy
* Fee paying Boarding School
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Summary My own professional Experiences of my
development this year students

‘ ‘ Initial teacher
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Self confirmation bias
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