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The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be. 

In the last few millennia we have made the most astonishing 
and unexpected discoveries about the Cosmos and our place 
within it, explorations that are exhilarating to consider. They 
remind us that humans have evolved to wonder, that 
understanding is a joy, that knowledge is prerequisite to 
survival.  
 
I believe our future depends on how well we know this Cosmos 
in which we float like a mote of dust in the morning sky. 

Carl Sagan (1934-1996) 
Cosmos pp20 



The Solar System 





Scale in astronomical units AU 
1AUaÄ=

111AU 1.496 10 m= ³



Since the Earth is also orbiting the Sun 
the positions of the planets as observed 
from Earth appear to make complex 
motions across the sky as viewed 
over any nights. 
 
This is why a heliocentric model is much 
easier to understand than one based 
upon a fixed Earth (geocentric) 




